
Research into using onset rime to build phonemic awareness suggests that
we need to teach for a while before moving onto asking students to
discriminate. So you would generally start with activities like “I’ve got all,
and I’ve got some pictures that end with all.  Can you pick a picture and I’ll
make the word?”.  You would do short tasks like this for at least a couple of
days before moving onto tasks where the student has to discriminate.  

Word Families
Pictures & Letters (Set 1)

This document contains pictures and letters for working with the word
families it, ay, in, ap, ill, an, ack, ip, ing, at, ore, ug, ell, ig and all.

The pictures and letters can be used to demonstrate how  changing one
letter at the beginning of the word, changes the word.  This can help
students to build their phonemic awareness as they become more aware
that there are sounds (phonemes) within words.

You can also use the pictures and letters to do more traditional onset rime
activities where we teach students that if they know to spell “ball” then they
can figure out how to spell “call”. You can use them as a support for helping
students to hear final sounds in words - or even medial sounds. You could
say “I’ve got /f/ - which ending will change it into “fall”. All or at?” 

b all

Emergent Students

Transitional and Conventional Students
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b f

h k

p qu
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it
bit fit
hit kit

pit quit
sit

lettersit



picturesay
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h j

l p
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ay
bay day
hay jay
lay pay 
say way

lettersay
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b f

p t

w

in bin fin
pin tin 

win

lettersin
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ap
cap gap
lap map
nap tap

zap

lettersap
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bill fill
hill Jill
mill pill

quill

lettersill
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an can fan
man pan
tan van

lettersan



picturesack
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ack
back hack
Jack pack
quack rack

sack

lettersack



picturesip



d h

l p

r s

t z

ip
dip hip
lip pip
rip  sip
tip  zip

lettersip



picturesing
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w z

ing ding king
ring sing
wing zing

lettersing
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at
bat cat
fat hat
mat pat
rat sat

lettersat
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bore  core
gore more
sore tore

wore

lettersore
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bug dug
hug jug

mug  pug
rug tug

lettersug
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ell
bell cell
fell hell
sell tell
well yell

lettersell



picturesig



b d

f g

j p

r w

ig
big dig
fig gig
jig pig
rig wig

lettersig



picturesall
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all ball call
fall hall
tall wall

lettersall


