
THE BRIDGE PROTOCOL:
Completing the modified version of the Bridge protocol

The Bridge Protocol is designed to provide information for students where the
emergent literacy assessment doesn’t give us enough information to guide our
teaching.

When completing the Bridge Protocol, please follow the guidelines below:

Before completing the Bridge Protocol, an emergent assessment must be attempted
with each student.  (Please refer to the Assessment Flow Chart (v2, 2020) for further
details about which students to use the Bridge protocol with.)  An emergent
assessment needs to be submitted for each student, with notes on how the emergent
assessment was attempted.  All pages of the emergent assessment should be
submitted, with notes on what occurred and what the outcome(s) were.
Three writing samples should also be collected as part of the emergent assessment
and submitted for each student.
The Bridge assessment should be completed with students who score less than 10%
overall on the emergent assessment.
The Bridge assessment is completed over a 3 week period.  You might choose to
have just the class teacher complete the assessment, or you can provide a copy of
the protocol for all staff to make notes, which should then be summarised by the
teacher at the end of the three weeks.
As a literacy behaviour is observed, the date is recorded on the form.  If multiple staff
are completing the form, their initials should also be added next to the date.  Any
relevant notes should also be added – for example, you might record which book a
student was engaged with to check if the student engages with multiple books or just
one.
Over the three weeks, the date(s) on which behaviours from all sub-scales were
observed, and notes, should be made.  Once any behaviour has been seen three
times, no further dates/notes need be collected.  Observations need to be completed
for every sub-scale.
At the end of the three week period, the Bridge protocol is summarised and scored.
In each area, the highest level on each sub-scale with three dates is the student’s
final score.  For example, if the level 1 behaviour has been seen three times, and the
level 2 and 3 behaviours have each been seen once, then the student would score 1
on that sub-scale.
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9. Notes from multiple forms, or from one form, can be summarised by the teacher to
inform people reading the form about the student, or can be submitted unedited if legible.

10. The cover sheet (see below) is then finalised, with the student’s details and score for
each sub-scale.

Cover Sheet for Bridge Protocol

Please also see the example completed Bridge Protocol on the following pages for
more information.

The Bridge: A Portfolio Rating Scale of Preschoolers’ Oral and Written Language
Pierce, P.; Summer, G.; O’DeKirk, M. (2005). Available from

https://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/resources/early-childhood-resources-1/the-
bridge-assessment/

 
Modified version of the Bridge by Sheldon (2017).  Available from

http://www.aacintervention.com/page/180009852/180117546/Tips-2019
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EXAMPLE COMPLETED
BRIDGE PROTOCOL 

Includes Emergent Assessment Form, 3 writing samples and a completed Bridge
Protocol


















































