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ENGAGING AND INTERACTIVE BOOK READING
FROM STAFF

Expression and Volume
Reads words without much expression. Doesn’t
make story sound like natural language.

Begins to make book sound like natural language
in some areas of the text but not in others. May

read in a quiet voice.

Mostly makes book sound like natural language.
Occasionally slips into expressionless reading.

Voice volume is generally appropriate.

Reads with good expression and enthusiasm
through the book. Varies expression and volume to

match the passage.

Smoothness
Makes frequent pauses, hesitations or
repetitions.

Experiences several rough spots in text, with
extended pauses or hesitations. 

Occasionally breaks smooth rhythm.

Generally reads smoothly with some
breaks.

Phrasing
Reads in a monotone; frequently reads word-
by-word.

Frequently reads in two- and three-word phrases, giving the
impression of choppy reading; stress and intonation fail to mark

ends of sentences and clauses.

Generally reads with good phrasing, with
adequate attention to expression. 

Reads with a mixture of run-ons, mid sentence pauses for breath,
and some choppiness. Reasonable stress and intonation.
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Parts of document adapted from Zutell & Rasinski (1991) 

Pace

Reads slowly and labouriously.

Reads moderately slowly.

Reads with an uneven mixture of fast and slow
pace.

Consistently reads at conversational
pace. Appropriate rate throughout

reading. AAC

Doesn’t use AAC during shared reading

Uses AAC occasionally, selecting symbols for
one or two words through book reading

Uses AAC to model language a few times during
book reading, modelling a few different words

Uses AAC throughout book reading, to
introduce activity and modelling a

number of words to student
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